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x ‘Let me start with one of your scholastic sayings: 
: ; translated, ‘From nothing nothing can come.’” 
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it cheer up. The worst is yet to come.” 
_tnore of my religious theories will vanish into thin air? 


a ‘Well, we shall see. I have some rather hard nuts for you to crack this even- 
' ing. My first note ié on creation.” 


MR. CHURCHGOER: ‘“That shows we are making some headway. I 
“may say we have passed a few milestones on the path I had mapped out. 
Last year we covered three points: the need of religion, its harmony with 


 geience, and the existence of God. Now we come to creation, the greatest 
- manifestation of God. What have you to say about creation?” : 


MR. DONTBELIEVE: “Much! More in fact than you will care to hear! 


‘Ex nihilo nihil fit,’ or 


MR. CHURCHGOER: “True, nothing can originate from nothing; but 


Bs ‘that doesn’t say that something cannot be created out of nothing. A finite 
being needs material to work with; but an Infinite Being, having infinite 
- power, can produce something out of hetking. 


MR, DONTBELIEVE: “But, as Herbert Spencer says, such a process is 
incomprehensible. It implies a relation in thought between -something and 
nothing. In such a relation the one member is absolutely missing. Therefore 
the relation is impossible.” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “By the same method of reasoning I could say: 
The Star Spangled Banner could not have been written, If it exists it must 
have existed from eternity. Why? The writing of this song implies a rela- 
tion in thought between something and nothing. Before it was composed it 
was nothing, just as the world was before creation.” 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: “So you are not afraid of these Positivists. You 
know they have rather much to say on creation’ and the existence of God. In 
this connection one of them, David Strausz, says all proofs of God’s existence 
want conviction because in all orderly reasoning we cannot go beyond the 
world. 
MR. CHURCHGOER: “The argument ‘ad absurdum’ is perhaps best 
with these Positivists who refuse to accept anything that goes beyond their 
experience. If you stood at some curve where a line of freight cars was 
passing, you would be justified in concluding that a locomotive was pulling 
gee even though you could not see it, would you not? Well, there you would 

be concluding beyond your immediate experience, Similarly you can reason 
beyond the world to God because of the power, the matter and the motion 
that are in the world.” 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: “But, getting back to creation, even your most 
believing scientists teach that it took millions of years, instead of six days, 
for the world to reach its present form, do they not?” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “Indeed they do. But it would again take us 
ahead of our matter to discuss the Bible in its relation to science tonight: 
suffice it to say, that those millions of years are in fulkaccord with those six 
days. 


ed at it for a year only, would you be fool ‘enough to say: there! that proves 
he didn’t build it?” 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: “There are many who agree with Ingersoll: 
‘The universe, according to my idea, is, always was, and forever will be.’ Of 
course that would exclude creation.” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “You must read these Notes on Ingersoll by 
Father Lambert. It covers a number of your points. Here is part of his an- 
swer to your quotation: That which is eternal is infinite. It must be infinite, 
because, if eternal it can have nothing to limit it. . But, matter is limited. 
It is composed of parts.’ He then. shows loins. sateh. a theory daatroya all tree. 
dom of the will and leads to most absurd consequences.” 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: “I admit that Ingersoll’s arguments were more 
catchy than sound. If he were living today we would say he was good at 
camouflage: he could hide the weakness of his proofs by his sarcasm. His 
stunt of standing before an audience and shouting, ‘If there be a God, I ask 
Him to strike me dead,’ is a sample.” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “Yes, as Shakespeare says: 


“*Great men may jest with saints; tis wit in them; 
But in the less, foul profanation 
As tho God would do the bidding of a blasphemer!’” 


MR. DONTBELIEVE: 
known materialist, Vogt: 


“Finally I have noted here a line from the well- 
‘With the boundary of sensible experience, the 


We shall see that later. But aside from that, if you knew a house had 
been two years in building, and some one should tell you its builder had work- | 
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Epiehais, Full of Sis 


Glorious Epiphany! a second Christ- | overshadow Cbany | by its splendor, | 
mas, since on this day Our Blessed! we should never forget that on this 
Lord showed Himself to the Gentiles.) iday Christ was first manifested, or 
Jews surrounded the manger-cradle on! i made known, to the Gentiles. 
that holy night, when the stars sang} The Church, by the order of her) 
together, and the Virgin Mother first service, calls wpon us to celebrate | 
looked upon Her God in the person of | three manifestations of Our Lord. | 
Her Son. Jewish shepherds were the First, to the Gentiles through the | 
first human worshippers after Mary; Wise Men; secotdly, at His baptism 
and Joseph, coming from.the stilli by, St, John..in Jordan, when the 
mountain-top, where the silence was| Heavens were opened, and a voice pro- 
broken by the voices of angels an-|claimed Him to be the Son of God; 
nouncing the Birth of Jesus, and/and thirdly, when He 
chanting “Gloria in excelsis Deo.”)plory by changing water 
These humble Jews had said: “Let | the marriage-feast of Cana. 
us go over to Bethlehem, and let us|jg principally commemorated on the 
see this word that has come to pass.”/ Feast of Epiphany, the second on the 
A wall of separation existed from the (Octave, the third is read in the Office’ 
foundation of the Jewish nation be-| of the week. Throughout the whole 
[tween them and all other peoples; | Kast there is the Blessing of Waters 


was known of God outside their com-}in honor of the baptism of Christ; 
munities. They mingled rarely with and there is a formula for the purpose 


boundary of thought is also reached.’ But you have forestalled that in your other people, and kept almost entirely; which is still in use in Rome and else- 


remarks on Strausz.” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “Yes, I think I have. Was there ever a mater- 
ialist who really perceived or felt an atom, millions of which enter into the 
composition of the smallest thing, no matter what it be? And still he be- 
lieves there are atoms and would take his oath on it!” 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: “I suppose we shall have to stop for the evening. 
The next ¢hapter in the book you are following deals on ‘God, His Nature 
and Attributes,’ but there are still other difficulties I have gleaned in my late 
feadings. As we have been neglecting that book very much lately I suppose 
it will not be fair to ask you to solve them before we take up the next 
chapter?” | 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “Oh, I have a rather good library. When a man 
has the backing of the best writers of many centuries, as [ have in my faith, 
he need fear nothing: the bigger they are, the harder they fall.” 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: “Good! Sounds almost like ‘the insolence of up- 
start pride.’ Next week I shall talk on Darwinism.” 
it be hasan 


in Wes. Time Bigotry i is 
Stripped of its Insincerity’ 


By Rev, H. C. Hengell, Madison, Wis.!bigotry organized a new anti-Catholic 
society which became vigorous and 
nation-wide in its activities, especially 
in the small cities and rural com- 
munities. Its members called them- 
selves the “Guardians of Liberty,” but 
now that the nation has actually en- 
tered war for its liberty and security 
against autocratic oppression, the 
“Guardians” have become strangely 
silent. In the army and navy train- 
ing camps especially, they are quite 
conspicuous by their absence. 

History is repeating itself. All 
organized anti-Catholic movements 
ibreak up and dissolve before the fact 
lef war. The Know-Nothing move- 
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—-|happened. But the Epiphania first in-| 
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to themselves their knowledge of God | where. 


and the revelations He had made to| The hymn for the the 


day in 
of the light they possessed dawnedthe Church to remember the three 
upon the heathen about them. |manifestations mentioned above: 
Though seer and prophet had for 
many ages foretold the call of the| “The sages, coming from afar, 
Gentiles, as yet no voice had reached | Follow the new-approaching Star; 
them: merely there had gone abroad | | With light they seek a better Licht, 
through the known world a prophecy’ ‘Their gifts confess the God of Might. 
of some great event, some wonderful | i“The Heavenly Lamb in Jordan stood, 
and miraculous dppearance of a King: | ITo sanctify the crystal flood; 
and at the time of the birth of Our’ 
Lord there was a stirring among the’ 
nations, even among those that knew | 
not God,—an eager looking for some- | 
thing more wonderful than had yet|“A 


‘Our sins with that baptismal dew 
Were washed in Him who sin 
knew 


strange miraculous 
shown: 

troduced to us, Gentiles, the Divine) The water-pots are ruddy grown, 

| Babe and His Blessed Mother; it is | Whose waters, by command divine, 
therefore a true Christmas for us;| Their nature change and yield pure | 


and_though the earlier Feast cr wine.” 
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One year contains 365 days, 5 hours, ,000,000). Or if the sun’s distance is 
45 minutes, 57 seconds. | but ninety-one and @ half millions of 
One year contains 8,765 hours. ‘miles, as a late computation has de- 
One year contains 525,945 minutes. ‘cided, then Sirius, being 200,000 times 
One year contains 31,556,757 seconds |as far, is eighteen trillions, three hun- 
One hour contains 3,600 seconds. | dred bilhons, making only the slight 
One day contains 86,400 seconds. (difference of 900,000,000,000 of miles. 
One year contains 31,556,575 seconds| The. difference really seems slight 
A THOUGHT OF GOD IN THE IM-/| When the two sets of figures are con 
SITY OF HIS WORKS. trasted, thus: 
in so far as its investiga-| 19,200,000,000,000 - 
tons ve already reached, proves to} 18,300,000,000,000 
us that ‘aed are myriads of fixed) 
each*believed to be a sun, and, 
sun, the centre of a uni- 


within a small fraction of five miles 
for every second of time since the 
ereation, or very nearly five times as! 


the creation, has not since Adam’s creation and fall! 
earth! Sirius, wer be seen above, one year contains 


“the 
stars within range of our vision, at the speed of 192,500 miles per 
computed to be no less than 200,000 second, the licht of the nearest fixed | 
ithe distance of the ous from the star beyend our vision has travelled 
ataston computes the| since the creation, and without yet | 
fourteen reaching us, 25 
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ignificance, Was 
lways Observed with Great Splendor 


‘that should appear ?- 
they were the chosen race and little| with which the people are sprinkled | 
‘spring up from Israel” (Num., 


them. Now and then a faint glimmer) Breviary clearly shows the design of 


ceived, 


‘to the lovely Babe is a history 
‘romantic 


And what 


/ God, 


but which, nevertheless, would allow | handiwork. 
speech, and night unto night showeth 
‘knowledge. 


‘many miles as we can reckon seconds /not heard. 
As | forth into all the earth: 


niost brilliant of the’ (31,556, 757 seconds; and as light traveis | 


Suddenly in those days of eager ex- 
-pectation a brilliant meteor appeared 


THE PROFESSOR GOES TO SCHOOL. 
By Thomas F. Coakley, D, D., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Professor, how old is the Standard Oil Company? 
Mr. John D. Rockefeller is still alive, and he organized it. ‘To! 


est, most compact, most perfect society ever founded by a : 

But was it not split up into its constituent parts : 

Yes, it was. Bet thet is sally ane af tke Wve of Kiaeek All 
things, even the most perfect human societies, tend to disintegrate 
course of time. Even the best and the richest of them finally wind u 
affairs and go out of business. 

Do you think it possible, or probable, that the Standard Oi C 


its underlying constituent companies, may themselves be foreed re = 


existence at some future time? ye 
Why, of course, it is not only possible, but highly probable. The * ra 
all human institutions is to be born, to grow, to increase and then: bet 
away and die. I see no reason why the Standard Oil Company, 
powerful as it is, should be an exception to this universal law. 
Is there any record, Professor, in history of any | 
firm, or other business corporation, or group of associated human b 
any kind that was in existence a thousand years ago, and which pr 
Not a single Instance can be found. The Jaw of history tells net 
way. One thousand years is too long for any human society to exist 
in our real estate transactions, a lease for 999 years is looked upon as 
lent to being a perpetual lease, for all time to come, . 
Suppose, Professor, a society did actually succeed in prolong - = 
istence beyond 999 years, Suppose it still continued to carry out 
poses for.) ich it was founded. Suppose that instead of withering : | 
dying, as“is the case with the human organizations you have me 
rather nithered momentum and strength, and after oné thoussiad 
was found to be actually stronger, better organized, more effec 
prosecution of its aims, and had never changed its policy, nor j 
procedure. Would that be a violation of the law of history? Re 
It would most certainly violate a fundamental and elemental lew. 
tory. As I have said te you several times, no human society has ¢ de 
and no human society could ever do it. 
But, Professor, let me ask again: If such a society should at some 
be found in the world, would it, by that very fact, be lifted out of the els 
human societies, and be put on a plane infinitely above them ? : 
Assuredly; if a society does not succumb to the’ influences which @ 
the. decline of all human societies, it must be more than haman. If it m 
fests characteristics that are above and beyond those found in merely na at 
organizations, it must be more than natural. This is plain, is it not? = 
You are quite clear, Professor, but what would be a good word to's 
marize ag very good description of this “more than natural” organisa ont 
Why, I suppose the only proper word is something above the ~— 1, 
superior to it, super-natural, of course. 2 
“Supernatural” sounds like a good word, Professor. Supernatural 
divine, does it not? 
Yes; but why all this questioning? 


in the eastern heavens. The attention | 


mers and astrologers, was at once at-| 
tracted by this transcendent bright-| 
‘ness. Three of the wisest and bravest | 
' determined to follow this moving Star | 
and learn its origin. No doubt they | 


were -ingpired in this desire by the; 


knowledge that had come to Arabia} 
‘and Mesopotamia through the Jews, | 


revealed His | who had dwelt there in captivity, and | 
into wine at! who at this time were looking eagerly | 
The first for a king, who, they hoped, 
i\deliver the chosen people, 
Roman yoke, and set the captives free. | 


would | 
break the | 


‘Had not Balaam, who was of Mesopo- | 
‘'tamia, long ages ago spoken of a Star | 
—~‘A Star shall | 
rise out of Jacob, and a sceptre will 
XxIv, 
17). 

These Magi, 
are called, 
their own land; 
kings. They must have 
the promises made by God 
Jews, in order to have at 


or Wise Men, as they) 


to the 
once Cofri- 


King. How great must have been 


their faith! how earnest their desire | 
to see this King, since it led them to 


jwacertake this long and tedious jour- | : 
‘laws of history 


iney, over deserts, mountains, and) 
scorching plaing, guided simply by a 


a oa ' 
ne er Star! 


Father Faber in speaking of this 
journey, with his usual curiosa felici- 
tas says: “This visit of the Wise Men 
more 
itself would 
there 


than romance 
‘dare to be,” Doubtless ‘ 
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| Why that 


How Little Must the Consideration = 
Such Facts Make the Proud Man Feel! 


the inconceivable 
distances of the countless myriads be- 
yond! What an almost annihilating 
vista does not this single little rift 
open out to us of the incomprehensible 
greatness of our God! And how is it 
possible that an astronomer can be a 
sceptic ? Well indeed might the 
“Sweet Singer of Israel” exclaim some 


may be 


‘three thousand years ago: 


“The heavens declare the giory of 
and the firmament showeth his 
Day unto day uttereth 


There are no speeches, 

nor languages, where their voices are 
Their sound hath come 
and their 
‘words unto the ends of the world. He 
hath set his tabernacle in the sun: 
‘and he, as a bridegroom coming out 
‘of his bride-chamber, hath rejoiced as 
& giant to rum the way. His going) 
‘out is from the end of heaven, and his | 


quad., 731 tril, 94? | ‘eireuit even to the end thereof: and | Sister Miriam and Sister 
bil., 599 mil., 746 thous, of miles, Res! there is no one that can hide himself | | Sister Deborah. 
wrt only 17 consecutive figures—only 


from his heats.” (Ps. xviii.) 
NOTE—The vulgar computation of 


: 


ag og decimal order—-yet the distance ‘time from the creation of man is only | 365 days in the year could not effect 
‘i represent is, to our limited | taken #6 a supposition and not as hav-jthe good your activity would accom- 


ing any certainty. 


of the princes of the East, astrono- be divine. 


were probably princes in| 
they are often called | 
searched into) 


when they saw the Star, that | 


it would lead them to the expected’ 
‘denying, 


‘of your own faith! A Jewish sister- elory of God and for a 


Why, Professor, I merely wished you to admit that the Catholic Chur 
For the last few minutes you have been giving me a definition 
the divine. You have said that any society that continued to live in the wor 
in spite of the myriad elethents of destruction continually acting upon 1 
must be more than human; it must be more than natural; it must be euper~ 
inatural, it must be divine. : eee 

I beg your pardon, sir; we were not speaking of churches at all. 
and Politics must not be discussed in class; we will terminate this d 
at once, 

Excuse me just one moment, Professor. We were speaking of principles, 
of facts, of societies, of definitions, of essential conditions that would Hf « 
human organization above the realm of the purely natural 
‘me what those conditions were, and I wish to point 
‘tion, the Catholic Church, 
ihave laid down. 

But I have no faith at all in the supernatural | 

I beg your pardon, Professor, Faith is net necessary in thie digs 
cussion we are having. Faith concerns things not seen, whereas | am speaks 
ing of something that can be seen quite easily, something very visible. Let we 
leave Faith out of it, and stick to tangible, hietorteal facts, demonstrable by 
documentary and legal evidence; let us confine ourselves to phenomena that 
can be verified by our senses. ‘ 

Very, well, but remember we must id religious controversy. 

Professor, do you deny the Catholic Chur: 

What an question: do not 
simple reason that it is How could 

Professor, do you the Catholic 
century ? 

Of course it 


out to you one organiza. 


that perfectly conforms to all of the conditions you 


APAIN., 


avo 
‘h exists? 

deny lf admit it, for the 
any man deny it? 


Church existed in the first 


absurd of course | 
all around us. 
admit that 


did; that is a plain historical fact, which no one thinks of 
either 

And the 
Yes, 


Professor, 


Catholic Church exists t n the twentieth century ? 
of course, it does, 

if the Catholic 
forbid 
long, then the Catholic 


more than human, 


‘Church is twenty centuries old, and you Say the 
» Continue in existence ao 
Church, lefinition, miuet be 
than natural; it must therefore be supernatural and 
C“hureh cannot have 
brought inte 
organized: other. 
Catholic Church is 


any human organization 


necording to your own 
more 
According to your definition the Cathol 


divine own 


been organized by mere human 


existence by 
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men, such as the Standard O11 


wise it would have peristied centuries age 
from God. 

Deo | Let me grasp 
that idea more firmiy rit is not human ~ auperhuman;: if it ip not 
from God, 


7 
ism, 


you Know, 


natural, it must be supernatural: if it im mn fron in, niet be 
works out like 

That’s it exactly, Professor f you bly to religion the prinefiples 
and the processes that you apply to other | fig “igge you Wil arrive 
ut religious truths just as you arrive at r lin f thought, 
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Ago, 


“Look “at the Sisters of the (ati ey Vi we | Pr otmi an order 
Uhurch, how they 
gang prix 
the sick 
are not 
a grace 
discard your finery, ton 
and form a 
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|S ]ehild to the Catholic school?” 


you send it to any school?” 
“To eduéate it.” 
“And what is education?” 


tie Sacred eart.. ‘which i) been 
ned from the parlor immediately 
‘iter the old Tady’s death to make way for a moment and then angwe 
‘for ‘artistic (!) paintings of half nude “Education is the train 
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to develop ifito a perfec 
“Correet!- But mag, 
in your catechism yegrs” 
Rafferty, is a creature, c 
| y ‘body and soul sin na 
“did, was not attending the Catholic 
‘hol, and had not,been doing so ever 
“singe her father got. his grand posi- 
as attorney for the great trust. 
her Casey was awaiting the 
wer's return froin the office to make| Soul perfectly developed, : 
TMarcesk ‘appeal for the child. God perfectly, loves Ri 


forever in the next. Therefore a per- 


r “Why,” he asked, “should I send my} 
“Why,” ‘echoed the priest, “should 


The lawyer winced. He had counted | 
and/Upon being the cross examiner and | 
not the witness. Now he could not re- 


treat from.his position, He ety 


given. to the child in ode: ta bly tt 


je te t Tuas 
and likeness of God, in order to know 
Him, to love Him, and serve ‘Him in 
this world, and to be happy with Him 


fect man is a creature’ with, body and 
knows 
perfectly, | 


divine law. This law He has made 
‘Known to us partly by reason, partly 
by revelation. We can understand this 
law and apply it correctly to our daily 
actions only after a thorough and per- ) 
‘S$evering course of instraction in the Must be kept before its mind by what 
doctrines of the Catholic Church, for ‘it sees and hears and reads and ad- 
she is the one, sole agent appointed by | Mires. It must, in a word, live jn an 
God to teach and interpret His law. | atmosphere of the love and service of 
Whoever undertakes the difficult task | God. The book from which it learns 
of interpreting the divine law without | this art of arts must be living—living 
‘the guidance of the Church is doomed | With the very life it is destined to im- 
to fall into error. Look st the legisla-| part. The child must read the eternal 
tors of this country—intelligent, hon- | truths, not merely on the dead printed 
‘est-minded. men for the most part—| page, but in thé lives of its teachers. 
‘they tried to ‘imterpret the divine law And the teachers in the Catholic school 
without the guidance of the Church, )are just such living books; they are 
and into what deplorable errors aioe | the sisters and brothers who in their 
they not. fallen!’ rhy, there is prac- | daily lives seek above all to know, love 
tically not a state in the union where|@nd serve God in this world, and to 
,wilful child murder and adulterous {#ttain to happiness with Him forever 
se¢ond marriages are not allowed un-/in the next.” 

der certain conditions. You, Dan, are “T am Viola's father; it is for me to 
a lawyer; you oe to appreciate the | judge where she is. to be educated!” 
force of this ent. The’ Catholic! “You are Viola's father,” repeated 
school teaches the child the true di- | the priest. 


“That is the strongest rea- | 
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What is your opinion regard- 
ing. @ mock marriage as an en- 
tertainment at a. pre-nuptial 
party for a Catholic girl? 

There might be some excuse 
for such a practice did we look 
upon marriage as merely a con- 
tract. But in the eyes of the 
Church, and in the minds of the 
people, this joining of man and 
wife is more than a mere natural 
contract, for it has been elevated | 
to the dignity of a Sacrament by | 
Christ Himself. Since it is 
‘Sacrament, it should be shown 


: 


‘the proper respect, and while 


‘this mock ceremony might be 
‘indulged in without any thought 
‘of disrespect, yet to say the 
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“What God hath joined tobettalst 

‘let no man put asunder,” are the 
words that have guided her 

through all the centuries. They 

are the words of Christ Himself. 

They are the words that form} 
the basis of the Church’s action! 
which was handed down to her 
by the Apostles themselves, If wisi 
you have in mind the entering of 
the marriage state again, it 
‘would be well for you to go to the |, 
jnearest Catholic priest, tell him 
‘your circumstances, and ask his 
advice upon the matter. It Rovers hk 
would be necessary for you tea} wom 


; tty § al 
consult some priest in order that ; wera : 


you might receive sufficient in-| “{223, rahty & 
struction and upon this same oc- | % si ly goss 


casion it would be well for you ta! tents 


onpller.” “Peete.” hint ites, 


iy the 


"Daniel Rafferty swung his big car jand serves Him pe y in this vine law; it teaches the child to serve $on Why you should send her to a) 


explain fully your. situation, in| 


‘nto the drive and brought it to'a skill-’ world, and is consequently certain of | God. 


fal stop before the door. His face; 'going to. enjoy Him perfectly in the | 


beaming with the pleasure every con- | next. Such; and nothing else is the’ 
‘grmed automobilist. experiences at the | | object of the Catholic school.” 
wheel, took on the. calamity- howler , 
aspect the moment he caught sight of '—” began the lawyer. 
the priest. ‘True his contributions to| “Pardon me, Dan,” 
| religion and charity had not been. half 
as large as those-of his poorer neigh. 
bots, yet, small as they were; he hater 
to have any one’#sk Hirth for them, and 
he felt sure that the priest was there 
‘for that purpose. With a pretense at 
‘the bluff good nature he by no means 
felt, he shouted: 

"Good day, Father Casey! 


see my precise position, and we wil 


“First, 


babies are told in pictures and 


Say, 


of mine has eater up double my salary’ inquiring rupils;—the Catholic schoo 
“every month that I've had it. ff 1 trairs the child to know God. 
don't #et rid ‘of it ‘soon, Tl be a pau-| 


Bs] 
ie orfiet pty no time’ ‘in stating | in a day. 
the object of his visit. The lara, | how to learn.if; by thinking and re- 
g on his argumenfative powers, | 


sumed an air of defiance. 


*“Foarthiy, the Catholic school pre- 
pares the child to be happy with God 


Catholic school, You are her father, | 


‘but you are not the absolute master 
‘of her soul and body. Your child has| 
‘been baptized; 


it has been made a} 


east, it is unbecoming. Remem. 
order that each of you under-’ 
‘ber that the union of man sand y 


wife i » Sac ent of Matri- 
ife in the Sacrament of Matri In the meantime, do not neglect, 


ath 
st ind the position of the other. Boas 
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“Our grand system of public schools | 


interrupted the | 
| priest, “let me state my reasons fdr 
what I have just said; then you will 


be spared a deal of aimless discussion, | 
I said that the Catholic 
schoo! trains the child to know God. 
From the very kindergarten where the 
story 
of .God, until, the graduation class, 
Father, take my advice and never in- | where a. priest’ skilled in theology, ex- 
yest in an automobile. That machine plains Scripture and Tradition to the 


 “Seésondly, it trains the child to love home and goes to instructions on Sun- 
God, . The love. of God is not learned! day. " 
Jesus Christ has taucht us| 


i flectiia on His divine life, His birth -ehild 
dropped his bantering tone and as- | in the stable, His boyhood at Nazar-/| God? 
“oth, His preaching, His miractes, His; i th an a d 


forever in heaven. And any system of 
so-calied education that is not daily 
‘training the child to overcome the dan- 
gers to this eternal happiness, that is 
‘not making the child, day by day, 
more certain of attaining to this eter- 
‘nal happiness, is not education. It is 
failing in its foremost duty—it is sail- 
ing under false celors—it.is taking 
‘the parents’ money under deceitful! 
pretenses—it is committing crying in- 
justice, irreparable injury against the 

child.” | 
“My child enjoys all the benefits 
you have enumefated,” said the lawyer 
| Sullenly, “without going to the Catho- 
It learns its Catechism at 


dom of heaven. God 
this, His own, child in your keeping. 

“You are Viola’s father. 
mot the duty of a father to leave his 
1 treasures to his children? The great- 
faith. If you hope that this treasure 
will pass toe your child, send that child 
to the Catholic school.” 


“T° was educated in 
school,” said Rafferty, proudly, ““‘an 
I have not lost my faith.” 

“Then you should thank God for 
His special care of you and not use it 
as a pretext for insulting Him. You 
were educated in a public school and 
‘did not lose your faith, but don't I 
know as well as you that the only rea- 
son Why your good mother did not 
send you to a Cathélic school was be- 
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i lie school. 


/ And will a dry instruction, given 

.from time to time, suffice to make that 
know, love, and. serve 
l maintain it will not, no more 
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ged wtate here 


child of God and an heir to the king- | 
has ‘entrusted | 


But is it. 


est treasure you possess is your holy | 


the public. 
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‘dr anaewer. 


| believe that 
‘but the 


: 
: 
: 
: 


‘ceive instructions in the ¢ 
Faith, and, | 
‘that the Catholic Church is the 
itrue Church, there is no reason’! valid 
why he could not, and should not, 


te 


‘mony symbolizes the union of 
Christ with His Spouse, the 
‘Church. 

Mat.- 
Mark, 


distinetin 


| How do you explain St. 
thew, XII, v, and St. 
VI, 3; where it its 
stated that Christ had broti 
‘and sisters? 


e€i 


The term ‘brethren’ which ap- 
pears in the cope translation 
‘of the passage to which you re- 
fer has peculiar significations in 
the Sacred Scriptures. It 
used in the Hebrew language 
rand in fact, in all langliages in a 
general sense, and hence does 
not necessarily designate th: 
‘children of the parent. 
Thus for example, it used to 
denote nephew, Genesis, ALY, 
(16; it signifies uncle, Genesis 
XXIX. 15: it designates hus- 
band, Canticles, [V, 9; it refers 
‘to one of the same tribe or of the 
same people or one of the same 
‘affice, as we find in the book of 
Kings. [t is necessary to deter- 
mine the meaning of CU. 
liar phrase in some 
than a mere casual reading of 
the passage in question. St 
Jerome and St. Augustine tell us 
that the traditidn of early Chris 
tianity indicates that the father 
of James was Cleophus, and his 
mother was Mary, the sister 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
brothers Jude, Joseph 
Simon, the “brethren” of 
Lord, were therefore cousins of 
‘Our Divine Savior. The 
stant teaching of the Church 
from A post tiny te 
present time, has been to the ef 
fect that the Blessed Virgin al 
'ways remained a virgin. Man} 
non-Catholic writers deny 
strenuously as any Catholic 
the Blessed Virgin Mary he 
other children. Consult Alex 
der. Grotius, Lightfoot, 
and others. 

How 
fact that Our 
the Croga, gare 
John, His Blease: 
| Had she other 
ters, it would 
| proper and happy 
‘care for her. 
of the real : 
term brethren, 
of the constant tradition 
teaching of the Catholic Church 
we consequently maintain our 
belief in the perpetual! virginit 
of the Mother of God. 
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Not to our knowledge. 
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os NEW YEAR THOUGHT. 

Never have we heard so much about our duty to 
country; never have we so forcibly learned that man 
can be made to be loyal to his country. Would that we 
could also be forced to be loyal to God. We owe much 
to our country, which insures to us the rights of hfe, 
of liberty and of hap iness; and therefore justice de- 
mands that we “render unto Caesar the things that 
are Caesar's.’ We owe infinitely more to Almighty 
‘God; we owe to Him the very life, which is the first 
‘condition for the enjoyment of any right; we owe to 
‘Him our body with all its members; our souls with all 
its faculties; our possessions, our héalth, and the very 
breath on which we live. It is, therefore, our first duty 
to em loy our intellects to study Him, our ae to 
‘serve Him, our wealth to promote the interests of re- 
-ligion, ete, 

We belong to God by the most indisputable of all 
'titles—by creation; we belong to Him “te use of the 
Redemption purchase price He paid for our souls, 
“after they were lost to Him by meniiid's first sin; 
we belong to Him by adoption, through the Sacrament 
of Baptism: we belong. to Him by.our oath of fealty, 
in Confirmation. 

Who, observing our lives, would believ e that we 
belong to God by even one of these titles? We seem 
to have no interests, save those of earth: the Almighty 
is side-tracked when any other demand is made on our 
time or attention. Of the thousands of thoughts which 
Yun through our minds every day, often not one has 
any reference to Him. This is treating God with neg- 
leet, which is bad enough; but how often do we act 
obstinately, refuse to obey His laws, and openly rebel 
against Him! 

If the Church, the authorized defender of God’s 
interests here on earth, did not have its Sacrifice of 
infinite value to atone for the untold millions of of- 
fenses directed against the Heavenly Father daily, is 
it‘even conceivable that He, Who created us primarily 
for the promotion of His own honor and glory, would 
sustain His creation, and apparently ove: look our 
neglect and disloyalty? 


ciemnmenscesnns ) ems Seatmee 
THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY. 

Our religion demands of us two things: 
accept God's revelation in full; (2) to keep 
commandments. 

Now, the Catholic who would regard it as a most 
serious sin to reject one article of faith, thinks very 
lightly of violating one or other-of God’s ecommand- 
ments. 

Ordinarily, we associate the breaking of one of 
the commandments with some temptation from with- 
in, some allurement from without, some suggestion of 
the Devil, or some bad example set by another. How- 
ever, there is commandment broken more fre- 
quently than all the rest, and broken without any pro- 
vocation, or temptation; it is the second command- 
ment. 

Many children learn to violate this precept before 
they eae ‘n to say their prayers; children, into whose 
heads you can searcely pound anything else, are seem- 
ingly graduates in profa: nity; the country is full of 
people who cannot utter a dozen words without bei Ing 
guilty of a sin forbidden by the second commandment. 
While this vice is not so prevalent among Catholics as 
among others, there is absolutely no excuse for its 

existence at all. In fact, we often wonder how our 
people, believing that a firm resolution of amendment 
is necessary for a valid Confession, could ever have 
contracted the habit of cursing or swear ing. 

It is often asked if it be a grievous sin to curse, 
swear, or blaspheme. 

ot. Paul mentions such sins among those which 
exclude us from Heaven. They are particularly wick- 
ed in a Catholic, since his tongue was the very first 
member of the bo dy dedicated to God (in Baptism) ; 
histongue is the only member of the body which is 
permitted to come in direct contact with the Sacred 
Host in Holy Communion; it is the member of the 
body which is most employed in prayer; it should be 
devoted entirely to blessing, and not to cursing, which 
is the language of hell, of devils. “He loved cursing 
and it came to him.” St. James says: “If any man 
think himself to be religious, not bridling his tongue, 
that man’s religion is vain” (James I). 

It is probable that one-half of all the sins com- 
mitted are sins of the tongue—cursing, the abuse of 
God's Holy Name, lying, detraction, uncharitable re- 
marks, immodest language, etc. We are not surprised, 
» therefore, that the Church, which must guard God's 
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THE DECREE OF LABOR, 


The histery of labor takes its beginning with ‘the history of the 


human race. Turning over the pages of Holy Writ, we find its record 
inscribed in the very opening chapters of Genesis. Not only the Divine 
will, but the reason which prompted it is clearly set forth. 

Paradise itself, though an abode of pleasure and intimate com- 
munion with God, was not to be without its work. But the day’s task 
was its recreation, and the lap of earth was filled for man with the 
bounties of Heaven. Into this primal order sin entered. God’s maledic- 
tion was brought upon the earth, and joyous work became labor and toil. 
There now followed all the bitter consequences of original’ sin: discord, 
suffering and death. 

And the Lord God said to Adam: “Because thou ‘hast hearkened to 
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree wheteof I commaiided 
thee that thou shouldst not eat, cursed is the earth in thy work; with labor 
and toil shalt thou eat thereof all the days of thy life. Thorns and thistles 
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herbs of the earth. 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return to the earth 
out of which thou wast taken,” 

This Divine decfee was not repealed at the comifig of Christ. He 
Himself accepted it in His Sacred Person. Thus was labor sanctified for 
all time by the sweat of the Man-God. The fault of Adam was turned 
into an oceasion of uncounted blessings. 

Performed in purity of heart and with purity of intention our daily 
toil now becomes for us a means of the greatest merits as well as a con- | : 
stant defence against temptation. It is an act of humility, of obedience, 23 (Ou 
of sacrifice, It is an opportunity for the practice of the most cxalted 


virtues, 
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Ry ee our least and lowliest actions with the merits and love of 
our Lerd, and by offering them all to the Eternal Father for the inten- 
tions of the Sacred Heart, we can elevate them to a dignity and glory 
before which the splendor of thrones and the royalty of kings and all 
tha naenificence of riches and power grow pale as thé stars in the light 
of the rising sun. 

It matters not what we do, provided it is the will of God. 
it is the important fact that weighs in the scales of eternity. 
love with w hich. we do it that rain the meanest ‘toll. 
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STANDA RDS OF RIGHT AND WRONG 


Written for Our Sunday Visitor by Rev. Albert Muntsch, 
St. Louis University, 
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We hear much today of “conventional morality,” a well-sounding phrase, | 
which must cover a multitude of transgressions and cloak over a mass of filth py} 
and degradation. We have been told that standards of right and wrong are 
like fashions of dress which change from season to séagon. 
Sociology, a professor in a-State University, we read these aston- 
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simply formulations of standards of conduct which groups find it con- | pany. 

nt or necessary to impose upon their members.” If this be true, the! And so when other things do me dis- | 
time may come when right conduct may consist in the-wearing of a certain please, 
kind of clothes, 
to consist in using certain conventions of speech and avoiging others. 

Now aécording to Catholic moral teaching there is. at objective norm ee 
standard of right and wr hereare certain laws of conduct as firmly fixed | 
as the hills, < sd no progress of society, no’ #0-called evolution, 
will ever change certalii ev il nets inte’ Pood, of trarisformi géod deeds Thto evil (See Cartoon; page One) 
ones, This principle of Catholic teaching is deduced from The fact that man | All the people of this country are | 
has been created by God to honer and to serve Him. The Salvation and the 
happiness of man ist in praising God, in honoring Him, in serving Him, 
Everything else has been established to aid man to praise God, to honor and 
to serve Him. From this we infer the principle and rule of the goodness or 

e of human acts. 
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it helps to make him good, perfect, happy. 
the sovereign good——both-in Himself and for man. 
which brings man to God, whieh wnites man to God, is good, 
and for him who performs it: for this act unites th n with what 
is wood. Every act, on the other hand, which separates one from God, or even 
emoves one from Him, is bad, both in itself and for him who- acts; for such 
n act separates man from what is This is the principle of the morality | 
f human actions: 
ur evil, 
The observance of this simple rule of conduct cannot lower us in the eyes 
We do not lose our dignity. as rational and 
ree-borm beings by always making the will of God our will and the principle | years, without sufficient reason, you 
and guide of our action, Those who oppose the will of God, who make God's have dispensed yourself from, or per- 
service consist in obeying regulations which they themselves have conveni- haps totally disregarded. You surely 
ently constructed under the guidance of selfish motives, are not free; for they | can do for the love of God what you 
ire subject to shameful slavery. They are frequently slaves to themselves | are doing now for your country. Sup- 
end to shameful passions, slaves to a selfish and hard-hearted and unthinking’) ernaturalize your self-denials, and you 
world, which often makes morality consist in hidebound obedience to aflowl om be doing service to country, your 
forms and empty nothings, sli aves to that dreadful taskmaster—human re-| own soul, and to Almighty God. 
pect:——“‘What will people say,” if I obey the law of God and the still ined 
voice of conscience? 
On the other hand, those are really free, blessed with the pricelees liberty | GOVERNMENT WAR JOBS 
of the children of God, who clearly recognize that God's service is intertwined! Hundreds men-women clerks, 18 or 
sad interwoven with their own happiness and dignity and well-being, here and over, wanted; $65 to td month. If in- 


hereafter. They are slaves neither to the world, nor to themselves, nor to [terested write cK 199 192, ag dedabiogg 
human respect:—“What wil! others think,” nor to shallow and changing | Y, Pp Rag of positions now open. 
-tandards and conventions. But going forward in God’s service bravely and | Adv, 


manfully, they have ever at hand a simple, golden rule of conduct: “Act 0 | 
; to please God, to serve Him, and to become more Godlike during thy ap- | 
vinted span of life.” This is true liberty, true happiness, true joy in the 
Lord. 
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“It is evident that moral codes from the social point of view! And my good Angel keeps me com- | 


made out of some particular cloth; or it may perhaps be made | 1 to my chapel go and there find case.’ 


furged by the Government to render’ 
loyal service and to save food, and) 
every true American eagerly responds, | 
and now—meatless, wheatless, sugar- | 
less, ete., days ave in order. Every- | 
which man praises God, knows Him and serves Him, is good ‘body is seen Hooverizing, economizing | 
It is good with respect to God or, in other words, abstaining from | 
since it is conformable to the design of God concerning man; it is good aS | yayiougs things for patriotic reasons or 


ADDRESS ALL ORDERS TO 


eee | _OUR SUNDAY VISITOR, Huntington, Indiana 


ea ee = 


‘The Master teacheth me to say my’ Oe ern i re 


IS A 


8 VOLUMES | 


as follows 


“THEOLOGY IN iets 


By. ROLFUS-GIRARDY 


1) Explanation of the Well Bound 
C in Cloth 


{prepaid} 


3) a of the \ eg 


| 


2) Ex COMMAG of the 


'_tites, to mortify our bodies, and the @ 
for the morality of an act ig nothing but its moral good | Church appoints the time and manner | 3 
‘of complying with this law. Soon you | 
will bé ¢alled upon to dbserve the, 


Lite of St: tite Gelnth). ere ; 
> Father Smith Instructs Jackson (cloth). 
The Mass nies See caer ee 


To One 


| sian 


mn 


mother: To thee I 


‘carnate, scaner not my petition, but 
Amen. 


ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
MEXICAN aps weptinsd 


* 

§ ~ eee ep POAONNG OG ANGERS LER 

Bos ction: + rcgereaa tne ade aMtoe? nd Novi . “2 

et » 4 

ee hin” A 
= OIE. .2 
‘ _ beats 
, 


ta 


2 


= 


‘oceoan 


Se ote 


* 


Prva 


tee A - 


ng ge 


7 
ae gS 


#? 


‘eeen¢@epe< “Se sosecoaoe ten 


H 


* 


oS mero 


a er 
2 > 
Ff. é > 
a ‘ 
- ‘ - 
= 
4 


